
 

 
Cape Reinga, the most northerly point of New Zealand, where the waters of the Tasman Sea (left) and the 

Pacific Ocean (right) meet. The conflicting breakers visible above the brake van come from each side 

Having finally found a decent break in the winter weather we have been experiencing, we decided on a short 

overnighter up to the very top of the North Island to see the sunset at its very tip at Cape Reinga. This had been 

a long-held aspiration (i.e. on the bucket list). However, it needed a calm fine day in the winter (so that sunset 

occurred earlier to allow a sensible time for returning to suitable accommodation). Last week, brought all these 

conditions together with a suitable break in our otherwise busy schedule as well. 

 



There is about 6 ½ hours driving to get right up to the top from Pokeno and the journey necessarily meant 
tackling Auckland and all its congestion problems at the beginning. Having booked some accommodation 
(never a problem in the winter!), we headed out at 9am to be just clear of the worst of the morning peak. 
This worked reasonably well. 

 
Having cleared Auckland successfully on the journey north, we stopped at a lookout about an hour and a 
half north of the city to look out over Whangarei Heads. This view is from the top of the Brynderwyn Hills, 
one of a number of challenging sections that State Highway One traverses in its journey north. The 
motorway north of Auckland runs out after about 60km. After that it is all two-lane two-way highway. 

 
The next stop was Kawakawa about an hour north of Whangarei. This has two tourist attractions. Firstly, a 
heritage railway that runs right through the main street of the town centre. It used to form part of the 
Auckland to Opua Main Line. However, this was cut back and this section of line is now isolated, but is 
being restored as a heritage railway. Whilst the railway was not running, its café on the main platform was 
open. Thus, we indulged! 



 
Two views at the station throat first looking back into the station and yard and then into the main street 
forming the town centre of Kawakawa. This is not just the main street through the town. It is also State 
Highway One that runs the full length of the country from Cape Reinga to Bluff at the bottom of the South 
Island. Essentially, we followed this road pretty much the whole way from home to the top. N.B. the speed 
limit sign is in kilometres per hour not miles! 

 
Kawakawa’s other claim to fame is its public toilets which have been built to a really quirky design. They 
are very much a tourist attraction complete with their own brown sign! The interior (which I didn’t 
photograph for reasons of decorum!) is even more artistically styled with various themes used! The red 
strip in the middle of the road (top left) is where the railway runs. 



 
About three hours later we reached Cape Reinga. It’s a wild and remote place with no habitation anywhere 
near. This is the view east looking out over the Pacific Ocean. 

 
And the opposite side at the same point looking out towards the Tasman Sea to the west. 



 
The pathway down to the lighthouse at the end of the country. 

 
Beyond the lighthouse, the two waters meet and produce a disturbed set of breakers where they overlap. 
This effect continues well out to sea. Adding to the turbulence is a two-hour time difference between the 
tides on each side. This enhances what is an already disturbed area of water. I understand navigational 
advice to mariners passing around is to keep well clear. This is a calm day! 



 
Having driven all the way up in about eight hours including stops, we arrived just in time for sunset. 

Having watched the sun go down, we made our way back to the car for a 1½ hour drive back to our 
accommodation and dinner. 

 
Whilst it was a calm day, the brake van did suffer a bit more with another fall following a wind gust. Here, it is 
being patched up once again. Tref took all this in his stride at the Circle’s zoom meeting and appeared delighted 
with the battering it is receiving. As he said, he has printed more and can do so again as he feels inclined! 



 
I’ll finish on a positive note with a couple of shots of the 27 as it is now with motors, sound, lights and fan 
all working. 

 
There is a short video of the 27 shunting on YouTube for anyone interested. The link is: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqGrgdfUzu4 

This was filmed before the fan and lights were fitted  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqGrgdfUzu4

